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ABSTRACT 

The May 1970 survey determined the number and 
distribution of the Native Canadian youth population (ages 12-25) in 
the City of Edmonton, including both transients and residents, A 
subsidiary objective was to make contact with youth-serving aqencies 
within the city to ascertain their knowledge of Native youths in the 
area. Specific operational objectives were: (1) to examine previous 
research for methodologies and findings; (2) to determine the 
population in the city attending educational institutions, including 
post-secondary; (3) to determine the Native youths not in school, 
including those who are employed or transient. To obtain this 
information, school principals, agencies working with Native peopler 
and miscellaneous referrals were interviewed. Local and national 
listings of Native citizens were cross-checked. Information on 
transient youths^ which was the most difficult to obtain, was 
received from agencies working with Native citizens, and from 
referral persons. The survey concluded that Edmonton has over 1^000 
Native youths who may be considered residents, as far as need for 
services are concerned. Another 900 are temporarily in the city, 
fewer than 100 as patients and as many as 800 are transients who 
would probably require a different set of services than the 
residents. Ten recommendations for the use of this survey were also 
given. The majority of the information was presented by tables and 
maps. (KM) 
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I„ OBJECTIVES 



The purpose of this exploratory survey was to determine as 

accurately as possible during May, 1970, the number and distribution of 

chc Native Cauadiaa youth population in the City of Edmonton, including 

youth who were both transient and resident, A subsidiary objective was 

to make contact with you th- serving agencies within the City to ascertain 

their knowledge of native youth in Edmonton. These two objectives were 

derived from statements of general and specific research goals suggested 

hy the Native Youth Advisory Committee of the Department of Youth''" and 

2 

the Native Youth Research Project Sub-Committee . 

T. o specific, operational objectives of the exploratory 

study were: 

K To examine previous research attempts to find the 
numbers and discribution of native peoples in Edmonton and other 
Canadian cities, in order to benefit from both methodology and findings. 

2, To ascertain as closely as possible the native youth 
population in Edmonton that is attending schools or other educational 
inst:i tutions J including post-secondary. From the study of youth in 
schools it was hoped to provide a picture of the over-all native youth 



Three basic objectives of the research proposed by the Native Youth 
Advisory Committee as outlined by R- Nicholson in his Memorandum to 
D. Rehill, February 25, 1970, were: 

(1) To determine the needs of the Native Youth and kinds 
of resources to meet their needs* 

(2) To determine the availability and adequacy of present 
resources intended to meet these needs. 

(3) To recommend action to be taken where resources are 
either non-existent or inadequate . 

o 

^Eight research objectives were formulated at the April 15th meeting of 
the Sub-Committee, the first three of which dealt with determining the 
transient and resident native youth population in Edmonton, the agencies 

^^in the City which offer facilities to native youth, and the extent to 

JC/hich facilities are being offered to native youth„ 



population which could he a basL^ I'or sampling clur. ng the succeeding phases 
of research on comniun-Lty roGOurces for native youth, 

3. To der:ermiae as closely as possihle the numbers and 
distribution of native youth not in schools, including youth employed by 
or served by agsacies in the Cicy of Edmonton and transient native youth 
who rnay or may not; bo served by City agencies, 

II . ORCu\i\IZlNG FOR THIS EXPLORATORY SURVEY 

Since the time available for any survey of youth attending 
school was limited virtually to the month of May if the difficulties 
inherent in end-of-school-year activities and examinations were to be 
avoided, it was necessary to recruit research assistants and commence 
the survey by May 1st, Under the direction of Dr, B. Y, Card, a 
research staf.^ was engaged consisting of three university students, two 
of whom were sociology majors. It vzas proposed that the population 
survey would precede and lead into the next phase of research, which 

would deal with the needs o£ native youth in Edmonton and with com- 

3 

munity agencies for meecing these needs, 

III, PREVIOUS RESEARCH AND SURVEYS 

The first source of information usually examined in a 
population survey is th-? Canadian. Census, Although there are diffi- 



As outlined in the April ^Sr.h statement of objectives from the Native 
Youth Research Sub-Comini ttee , the second phase of research would focus 
on problems encountered by native youth residents and transients in the 
city, on their perceptions of facilities available to them, the services 
apart from facilities that exist for resident and transient native youth, 
and the ways agencies vie^^ native youth. 
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culties ia using census data, since the census identification of 'Indians 
and Eskimo' excludes those Metis who do not identify themselves as Indian, 
the census does provide a starting point for ascertaining the officially 
classified native Canadians in the city. A study based on the 1961 Edmonton 
census data by Kupfer, showed an Indian and Eskimo population for Edmonton, 
Beverly, and Jasper Place of 1,143 persons of all ages (see Table 1)^ • 06 this 
total, 294 were the resident population of the Charles Camsell Hospital 
which specializes in the treatment of native Canadians, particularly those 
from the Northwest Territories. Apart from the concentration in the Charles 
Camsell Hospital and what appears in Figure I as a concentration in the 
southwest corner of the city (most probably the Alberta School for the Deaf) , 
the greatest 'natural' concentration of native Canadians in Edmonton in 1961. 
was in the older 'down-town' part of the city east of 101st street. How- 
ever, the 1961 native population census data reported by Kupfer are of 
limited usefulness for three reasons: 

1. the time lapse of 9 years during which important changes 
in numbers and distribution have undoubtedly occurred; 

2. the heavy concentration of native people in the 
Charles Camsell Hospital; 

3. the absence of an age distribution in the reported 
data, from which the number of youth could be found. 

Similar difficulties with using census data as a basis 
for estimating the populations of native Canadians have also been 



George Kupfer, Edmonton Study : Community Opportunity Assessment, Edmonton: 
Human Resources Research and Development, Executive Council, Government of 
Alberta, March, 1967, pp. 178-180, 188-189, and 299-300. 
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INDIAN AND ESKIMO POPULATION 
EDMONTON: 1961 




FIGURI^ 1 



EXPLANATORY NOTC: LEGEND: 

CHARLES CAMSEU INDIAN HOSPITM WITH 7'^* RESIDENT PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION, 

POPULATION IS LOCATED IN CENSUS TRACT 8. INDIAN AND ESKIMO 



Jo.OO- 0.49 1.00-1.49 



CHART PPEPA9ED PY 

uNivfcRSiTY Of ALat?TA ^^f:<VX'^ 0.50 - 0.99 ^^^^^^'^^^ 1. 50 and o^cr 

'-NO IMD'.ANS OR ESKIMOS RCPORTEO 



Ej^C j j.^ PMRNISSIOM Or C!':ORGK KUPFKii, AL'THOR OF iSM?i:LI£L lli^I^: 
COMMUMITY OrrORTiiMITY ASS:-:SSMRNT , 1967, p, 189, 
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cmcountcrcd and coiiiniGntod upon by L^igassc in his study of persons of 

5 

Indian ancestry in Manitoba , and by Card, in his study of the ecology 
of tuberculosis among Metis in Alberta^. 

Perhaps the most successful attempt to survey the native 
Canadian population in a Canadian city was that made by Boek and Boek in 
Winnipeg in 1957' . Here the procedure used was to work initially from a 
List obtained from agencies followed by an area probability sampling of 
the city in order to minimize the bias of an agency-prepared list of 
persons of native Canadian ancestry. The problems of determining who 
were Indian and who were Metis persons, and of dealing with Indian or 
partly Indian persons who did not admit Indian background were en- 
countered and operational ways found for overcoming them. This study 
also contains suggestions for mapping and for interviewing persons of 
native ancestry which have been useful in the present survey. However, 
since the survey of native youth in the City of Edmonton involved focus 
on an age group and on resident and transient youth, a number of research 
procedures were decided upon which were considered more appropriate for 
the Edmonton situation, the age group studied, and the limits of time 
and resources available. 



Jean IL Lagasse^ A Study of the Population of Indian Ancestry Living 
in Manitoba , Winnipeg^ Department of Agriculture and Immigration, 1959, 
Vol. 1, pp. 28-38 and 50-79. 

^B. Y. Card, G. K. Hirabayashi and C. L. French, The Metis in Alberta 
Society . A Report of the University of Alberta Committee for Social 
Research. Edmonton: University of Alberta Bookstore, 1963, pp, 26 and 51. 

^Dr. W, E. Boek and Dr, J. Boek, Appendix 1: The People of Indian 
A ncestry in Greater Winnipeg ^ Vol II of The People of Indian Ancestry 
in Manitoba , a study under the direction of Jean H. Lagasse, Winnipeg; 
Department of Agriculture and Immigration, 1959, pp« 2-19. 
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l\\ RESCARC.U PROCEDURES 

1 , Survey o£ Native Vouch 12 - 25 Attending Schools, Post:-Seconclary 
and Other Educational Institutions, 

With the approval of the Edmonton Public School Board, the 
Edmonton Separate School Board and their respective research officers, a 
letter from the Deputy Minister of the Department of Youth was mailed to 
each principal of these two school systems requesting that they send in 
a list of all native Canadian youth in their schools on a form supplied. 
(See Appendix A for the letter and the form that were distributed.) The • 
form asked for the names, city addresses, sex^ ages, grades, ethnic classi- 
fication and home community, if known, of all native youth ages 12 to 25 
in their school. Confidentiality was assured. Through the cooperation 
of the Indian Affairs Branch Edmonton District Office the names, sex, age, 
grade level, school, city address and community or band of all Indian 
students registered in the office who were attending schools in the City 
of Edmonton, 1969-70,, were pre-listed for the principals. The pre- 
listing served three purposes^ (1) reduction of the total time a 
principal would need to spend in providing information called for on 
the form; (2) show how listings of other native youth (Indian, Metis 
or Eskimo) should be made to complete the information from his school; 
(3) provide an opportunity for a principal to amend or supplement data 
provided by the Edmon.-on District Office of the Indian Affairs Branch, 
such as change of address or names of persons who had dropped out of 
school n Two hundred and forty-^five out of two hundred and forty-seven 
public, separate and other schools cooperated, virtually a complete 
return. The data they submitted were tabulated and plotted on a large- 
-^"cale map of the cityo Tables and a map summarizing these data provided 



tho basis for s^>loc::ing e:(\ arot. prob?>,bility sample of native youth who 
could bo iHwervicvoc! duri-ns the subS'-Kjuea': st:udy of youth needs and 
community ageacLcG. 

2 . Survey of You*:h Not At:::Qndin.g School, 

Several methods were used to obtain an estimate of the 
number of native youth not attending school but resident in Edmonton 
during May. These ir.cluded (1) miscellaneous referrals from people who 
claimed tio know of native youth in the city; (2) interviews with 
Mr, Terry Garvin, a Human Resources Officer ^ who had two years previously 
begun, but not completed^ a survey of native Canadians in Edmonton; 
(3) lists of names from agencies working directly with native Canadians 
in Edmontons The Native Friendship Center, The Native Youth Club, which 
uses the facilities of the Y.WoC.A. , The Bissell Center and the Boyle 
Street Project; (4) listing persons of native ancestry who fell within the 
age limits of this survey obtained from other associations or agencies 
in Edmonton, including associations and agencies of native Canadians. 
Names obtained from these sources were cross-checked against lists of 
students attending schools to avoid duplication.. 

It should be emphasized that the procedures used to 
obtain the numbers and distribution of resident, non-student native ^^outh 
yield an approximation oxily of the total number of non-school native youth 
in the city. It was hoped the procedures of this first research phase 
would be supplemented in the second phase of research, when interviewers 
contacting a probability sample of school youth, would attempt to gain 
more knowledge of the number of youth of native ancestry not in school. 
Even with the procedures used in this survey and the proposed procedure 
for the second phase of research, other procedures will still be necessary 
^:o determine more accurately the number of native youth not attending 
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school In Ecimoni:or.. One such procodure, for example^ would be a system- 
atic survey oC all e-mployer^ in the city, co determine youth of native 
ancestry omplcyed in the ciny. Howover, it is assumed the procedures 
used in this survey and those used In phase two will yield a sufficiently 
accurate approxirriatlon of; tar: student and non- student native youth in 
Edmonton inMay^ 1970, to serve as a basis for some social planning. 

3 . Survey of Edmontcr?. Agencies. 

The first step in this survey was to compile a list of all 
agencies known to provide services or facilities for persons of native 
Canadian ancestry .and of those other agencies which might be expected to 
serve native Canadian youth in any way. In making this list the Directory 
of Coinmunity Services for Edmonton and District , 1969 , prepared by the 
Welfare Information Service of the Edmonton Social Planning Council was 
reviewed in consultation with the senior information officer of the Social 
Planning Council. The agencies thus listed were contacted by telephone 
and in some instances by an interviewer from the research team. There 
was an attempt made to standardise the approach to different agencies by 
requesting the following kinds of information: (1) the nature of the 
agency and its services, (2) the approxima.te number of native Canadians 
who were served by the agency, (3) the approximate number of native 
Canadians employed by the agency , (4) the nature and type of special 
programs aimed at assisting native Canadiaxis. Where an agency was willing 
to provide specific informa.tion, this was recorded. A special effort 
V7a3 made to create a positive rapport between the agency and the contact 
person from the research team, A list of agencies contacted and a copy of 
the interview schedule which was evolved during the process of agency 
contacting is found as Appendix B of this report « 

ERIC 
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4 . Survey 0? Tiran si en !: N.?.r:ive Youth,. 

As might: b*.'^ expected, the survey of transient native youth 
was the most clifiicult of the Eour surveys attempted in this exploratory 
research. Information about the race o£ native youth transiency was 
obtained from agencies surveyed, particularly the Marian Centre, the 
Single Mens' Hostel^ Che Edmo'aton Day Centre, the Boyle Street Project, 
the Bissell Centre^ the Travel Aid Society of the YoW,C»A,, and from 
persons who were referred to the research team by the above agencies- 
Again, names were checked against school lists to avoid possible dupli- 
cation. These procedures at best yield a crude estimate of transiency. 
It is hoped the second phase of research will extend the present inquiry 
into transient native youth in Edmonton. 

V. FINDINGS 

1 , Native Youth Attending Schools and Other Educational Institutions 
The data from the school survey are summarized for the 
entire population studied in Table II „ Tables III and IV summarize the 
data according to the ethnicity of the native students, while Tables V, 
VI, and VII give the detailed information about each of the ethnic 
student groupings, Indian, Metis, and Eskimo- In interpreting these 
tables it should be remembered that the data obtained represent the best 
estimates of school principals of native Canadian students in their 
schools, with the prob.ability that the estimates of Indian students is 
the most accurate since students known to the Edmonton District Office 
of thii Indian Affairs Branch were pre-listed for the principals. 
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As a conscquenco ic can be assuniGd chat the estimauvis for all native youth 
are probably on che low side, especially for Metis and possibly Indian 

and Eskimo vouch. In the footnote below some evidences of under-estimation 

8 

by principals are presented. At the same time it should be pointed out 
that the schools are the major city-wide agencies serving native youth 
and that their records and the knowledge of principals and teachers of 
pupils ia the schools constitute the most extensive and complete source 
of knowledge about, the number and distribution of native youth in Edmonton. 
Given t\\o difficulty of ascertaining the ethnicity of pupils, the procedure 
used of pre-listing known Indian students would tend to make ethnic identi- 
fication more accurate on the part of the principals. With these 
consider £>t ions in mind, the major findings are summarized in the paragraphs 
which follow. 

The survey of native students disclosed a total of 662 
youth between the ages of 12 and 25 who were resident in Edmonton and 
attending Edmonton schools or other educational institutions in May, 1970. 
If it is assumed that approximately one-fifth of the total number actually 
attending school were not included in the principals' returns (see foot- 
note 8) , the total number of resident native students would be of the 



There were 17 students reported by the social worker at the Bissell 
Centre who were not reported by schools. In the same area of the City 
two students were reported by the Boyte Street Center who were not 
reported by schools- Of the nine students reported by Northern Affairs 
and Northern Development, none were reported by schools. Of 31 students 
reported by Mr. D, Hirsche, social worker in charge of the L.D.S. Church 
Indian Placement Program, 6 were not reported by schools. In cases 
where students were known to be attending schools but were not listed 
by principals, their names were added to the appropriate school lists. 

ERIC 
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order ot 825 youth. To Lhis number oC known and possible resident native 

students should be ^?.ddcd the n9.tive students, twelve and over, bussed 

daily to I'dnioaton school? from nC'D.r-by Indian reserves, approximately 60 
9 

students, CombLamg the results of the school survey, the estimated error 
from non-listing and the students bussed in daily, it would appear that 
Edmonton schools c.nd educational agencies deal winh approximately 885 
resident and non- resident native students, twelve and over. The 662 
students located through the school survey may be considered as a repre- 
sentative sample of th.is total estimated native student population. 

The charsicteristics of the known 662 resident native 
students are next considered. Fifty-five per cent are female, foity- 
five per cent male. The large majority, ninety-three per cent, are under 
twenty. The largest proportion, sixty-two per cent, attend Edmonton 
Separate Schools, while thirty-two per cent attend Edmonton Public Schools. 
The remainder, approximately six per cent, attend other kinds of schools, 
including the [Jaiversity of Alberta (five students), the Northern Alberta 
Institute of Technology (eight students), and various special purpose or 
vocational schools which are not part of the City's two school systems. 

When the native students are classified according to their 
ethnic backgrounds, some important differences are observed when comparing 
students of Indian ancestry with those of Metis ancestry. (Tables IV,, V 
and VI) Indian students ma.ke up approximately forty-one per cent of the 
total number of native students^ Metis fifty-eight per cent. The sex 



Estimated by Mrs. Annice Taylor, social worker and counsellor of the 
Edmonton Separate Schools in charge of native children bussed to 
Separate Schools. Th'^ total number of children bussed is 240, but the 
largest proportion are in grades 1 to 5 and assumed to be under 12 years 
of age. Approximately 60 are in grade 6 and assumed to be 12 or over* 
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distribucion of Tadlan and Mstis students is approximately the. same. Male 
students m^.ke up for^.y-ELve per cent of all Indian students, and forty- 
seven per cent of all Metis students. However, there were more Indian 
students over 20, thirte-^n per cent, than Metis students, two per cent. 
There Is also an important difference in school levels. Nineteen per cent 
of the Indian students vjere at the elementary level, thirty-four per cent 
at the junior high level and thirty-eight per cent at the senior high 
level. For the Metis students the corresponding percentages are twenty- 
seven per cent elementary, sixty- three per cent junior high, and seven 
per cent senior high. A larger proportion of Indian students attend 
public schools^ thirty-five per cent, compared to Metis students, twenty- 
nine per cent. Fifty-six per cent of the Indian students attend separate 
schools, sixty-eight per cent of the Metis students. Other, mainly post- 
secondary schools, are attended by nine per cent of the Indian students, 
and three per cent of the Metis students. The differences between 
Indian and Metis students, which reflect a larger proportion of Indian 
students at higher levels of education, need to be related to the 
differences irj sponsorship of the two kinds of studenfs and their places 
of origin. The large proportion of Indian students are sponsored by the 
Indian Affairs Branch and come from outside the City, while, as will be 
pointed out shortly, the large majority of Metis youth appear to be 
residents of the city with their families*. 



of native students was not reported for all students. It was best 
reported for India.p. students, as is seen comparing Tables VIII and IX 
which summarize data obr.ained for Indian and Metis students. Of the 167 
Indian students whose background was reported, 54 or approximately one- 



Information about the band, tribe, or community backgrounds 




third are from the Indian bands which reside in Central A.lberta and in 
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TAI5LE VIII 

BAND, TRIBE OR HOME COMMUNITY BACKGROUNDS OF 168 INDIAN 
STUDENTS RESIDENT IN EDMONTON, MAY, 1970. 



NUMBER OF 
STUDENTS 

18 

9 



11 
17 
54 

9 
17 
13 



14 



REGION OR PROVINCE 
NORTHWESTERN ALBERTA 
LESSER SLAVE LAKE REGION 

NORTHEASTERN ALBERTA 

EAST CENTRAL ALBERTA 

EDMONTON REGION AND 
CENTRAL ALBERTA 

SOUTHERN ALBERTA 

TRIBE PRESU^^aSD ALBERT AN 

SASKATCHEWAN 



BRITISH COLTOBIA 



NORTHTOST TERRITORIES 



l'UKON 



BAND, TRIBE OR HOME COMMUNITY 

Boyer Rivet' - i Ft. Vermilion - 1 Slaves - 16 

Driftpile - 2 Swan River - 2 Sawridge - 1 
Sturgeon Lake - 1 Whitefish Lake - 1 
Bigstone - 2 

Chipcwyan - 10 Beaver Lake - 1 

Saddle Lake - 13 Cold Lake - 3 Frog Lake - I 

Enoch - 4 Samson - 9 Ermineskin - 13 
Paul - 5 Alexander - 11 Montana - 2 
Louis Bull - 4 Alexis - 6 

Blackfoot - 5 Blood - 2 Peigan - 2 

Cree - 17 

Key Reserve - 2 Sweetgrass - 1 
Ballentyne - 1 Poundmaker - 2 
Thunderbird - 2 Sintaluta - 1 Poorman - 1 
Carry-the-Kettle - 1 Beardy - 1 
Red Pheasant - 1 

Bella Goola - 2 Kitwancal - 3 

Prince Rupert - 1 Monset - 1 

Greenville - 1 Gitladamix - 5 Hazetown - 1 

Yellowknife - 2 Ft„ Smith - 1 
Fto Franklin - 1 

Tahlton - 1 



SirMMARY - Indian Students Whose Band, Tribe or Home Community was Reported: 

From Alberta 135 

From Other Provinces or Territories 32 

TOTAL T67 
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TABLE IX 

REPORTED ETHNIC BACKGROUNDS AND/OR HOME COMMUNITIES OF 113 METIS 
STUDEN^rS RESIDENT IN EDMONTON, MAY, 1970 



NUMBER REPORTED 



42 



54 



REPORTED NATIVE ETHNICITY Cree - 33 

Chipewyan - 3 
Blackfoot - 2 
Stoney - 1 

REPORTED NON-NATIVE ETHNICITY French - 35 

^ Scottish - 7 

English - 4 



Squirrel - 1 
Paul - 1 
Iroquois - 1 

Swedish - 3 
Irish - 3 
Ukrainian - 2 



16 



REPORTED HOME COMMUNITY 



Cold Lake - 4 Marlboro - 1 

S t , Paul - 1 Wabamum - 1 

Two Hills - 1 Ft. Vermilion - 1 

Fto Chipewyan - 1 Ponoka - 1 

Athabasca - 1 Snowlake B.C. - 1 

Yellowknife - 1 Montmartre, Sask.-l 

High Prairie - 1 
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the Edmonton region. It is noteworthy that nearly all Indian bands or 
tribes found in Alberta are represented among Indian students attending 
Edmonton schools. Also, there is a representation from the two adjoining 
provinces and from cne iNorthwest Territories and the Yukon, though only 
five students come from the two latter. It can be said that Indian 
students in Edmonton are cosmopolitan in the sense they come from so 
many different bands and places. 

In contrast to Indian students, very little appears to be 
known of the ethnic or community backgrounds of Metis students. Ethnically 
the Metis students appear to be predominantly of Gree and French ancestry, 
but only 16 were reported from a community other than Ednonton. It 
appears that the Metis student is regarded as an Edmontonian by the schools 
in the great majority of cases, whereas the Indian student is more often 
regarded as a person from another place, since his band name and reserve 
location follow him on school records. 

The spacial distribution of native students in Edmonton 
is summarized in Table X and on Figures II and III. Contrary to the 1961 
Canadian Census findings showing concentrations of native Canadians in 
three areas of the city (Table I and Figure I) , native students in 1970- 
are found in every major section of the City and in most census tracts. 
Jasper Place contains the largest proportion of Indian students (24%) , 
while the largest proportion of Metis students (23%) is found in the part 
of the City east of 101st Street and south of 111th Avenue, but extending 
nortrbward to include Beverly. This area contains the Boyle Street and 
McCauley neighborhoods, where 68 Metis students were reported to be 
living (1966 City Census Tracts 20, 15 and 39). The same three Census 
Tracts contain 21 Indian students. While this means there are approxi- 
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mately 90 native students in this area of Edmonton, the proportion is only 
14 per cent of all native students in the City. When Census Tracts 16, 
49 and 50 are added to make up all the Census Tracts in what has been 
called Section 3 for purposes of this study, the. total native student 
population for Section 3 is 17.5 per cent of all native students in 
Edmonton, 

The lowest concentration of Indian and Metis students is 
found in Section 5-, a small area geographically (Census Tracts 14 and 19), 
but an area \<fith a high density of population because of the construction 
of numerous high-rise and smaller apartment buildings. However, there are 
parts of Edmonton where Metis students are not found, while Indian students 
are. These include higher-income single family neighborhoods, particularly 
Census Tracts 45, 33, 34, 40, 41 and 46. In terms of socio-economic 
levels of the city, Indian students appear more widely distributed than 
Metis, Eskimo students tend to be concentrated in Jasper Place, where 
five of the ten known to be resident in Edmonton are found. 

2. Native Youth Who Are Not Students 

Non-student native youth not attending school but con- 
sidered residents of Edmonton at the time of this survey are shown in 
Table XI. A total of 140 youth were found from the procedures described 
earlier on. page 10. This number is at best a 'chunk sample', but it 
represents the numbers known to agencies and persons who are closely 
involved with native people in the City. It is noteworthy that the 
proportions who are male and female in the non-student sample are almost 
identical with the proportions in the student sample, 46 and 45 per cent 
respectively for males, 54 and 55 per cent for females. The non-student 
data for age are limited, though it appears that all ages between 14 
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and 25 aro represented in about equal proportions. The data on ethnicity 
are so deficient thac no stacemenc of tendency is possible. 

In terms of spacial distribution it is observed that non- 
student native youth are found in every major section of the City with 
greatest concentration in Section 3 and Section 6, followed by somewhat 
lesser concentrations in Sections 2 and 8, This distribution approxi- 
mates quite closely that found for native students (Table X). 

As pointed out earlier, this survey of non-student native 
youth does not go beyond the youth known to selected agencies in the City. 
There may be other native youth working or unemployed who are resident in 
the City, but these would have to be found out by other means than the 
methods employed hereo However, as a starting point for social planning, 
it can be said there are at least 140 non-student native youth in 
Edmonton. Youth who are patients in Edmonton hospitals are not included 
in this number* 

3 . Edmonton Agencies Employing, Serving or Providing Facilities for 
Native Youth o 

Here various agencies whose presence or work is related to 
native youth are classified and the major findings of this survey reported. 
(See Appendix B for a list of agencies and persons contacted.) 

3.1 Foster homes and boarding places - The homes and 
boarding places where native youth reside, apart from their own parental 
homes where these are found in the city, constitute the most wide-spread 
and frequently used of city agencies „ It is not possible to state the 
exact number of homes or boarding places involved, but we estimate that 
the majority of Indian and Eskimo students are served by this type of 
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agency. The majority of Metis youth are probably living in their parental 
homes. However, further study would be required to find the actual 
numbers of youth who are dependent on foster homes, boarding places or 
other types of residential agencies. 

3.2 Educational Agencies - Schools and other educational 
agencies serve by far the largest numbers of native youth in the City. As 
shown in Table IV, Edmonton Separate Schools have 62 per cent of native 
students resident in the City; Edmonton Public Schools 32 per cent and other 
educational agencies 6 per cent. Table XII indicates the distribution of 
these students by numbers of native students at each school. Edmonton Public 
Schools have much less contact with native youth than Separate Schools, as 
only 31 per cent of the former have native students as compared to 58 per 
cent of the Separate Schools. The number of Public Schools with only one 
native youth as a student is higher than for the Separate Schools, 18 com- 
pared to 11, but the proportion is lower, 12.5 compared to 15.1 per cent. 
In these schools the isolation of native youth from other native youth 
is probably complete. Twenty- two Public Schools compared to 17 Separate 
Schools had two to nine students each. In these schools the possibility 
exists for some associations to develop among native youth at the same 
school « However, only four Public compared to fourteen Separate Schools 
had ten or more native youth attending. These schools would have the 
greatest possibility for native youth to associate with one another. 
In the case of Public Schools, one high school, Jasper Place Composite; 
two elementary and junior high schools, Oliver and Parkdale; and one 
elementary school, Norwood, have ten or more native youth. For the 
Separate Schools, two high schools, St. Joseph's and O'Leary, each had 
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twenty or more native yoath attending, while Sacred Heart (96th Avenue 
and 108th Street) acid Holy Cross (Jasper Place) have forty- four and 
forty- two native youth respectively. There are no comparable concentrations 
of native youcci m tublic Schools."'"^ 

The impact on native youth of relative isolation from other 
native youth in school?, especially Public Schools, and their concentration 
in certain Separate Schools deserves special study in considering schools 
as youth-serving agencieSo 

Other educational agencies cannot be reported on with the 
same precision as schools. As the nature of the agencies and types of 
educational programs vary considerably, the major findings from this part 
of the inquiry are summarized in Table XIII. The number of youth reported 
to be students at the agencies listed is greater than the total listed 
for 'other' schools in Tables II to VII , as some of the reports came in 
after the Tablea were compiled. Of the 51 students listed in Table XIII ^ 
only 31 may be considered in post-secondary or vocational education. ' 
These include eight students at the Northern Alberta Institute of Tech- 
nology, seven in some l<inrl of nursing tra ining , .six; in business (five 
at Alberta College), four in beauty schools, and five in university. 
There are more females and more Treaty Indians than ma.les or Metis among 
these students. Compared to the number of native youth attending Edmonton 
schools, the numbers in vocational or post-secondary education are very 
small. 

■'■^See Baha Abu-Laban, 'Ta-group Orientation and Self -Conceptions of Indian 
and Mon-Indian Students ±Vi. an Irxegrated School", Alberta Journal of 
Educational Research , Vol. XI, x^Jo. 3 (September, 1965), pp. 188 - 194, for 
the report of a study done in 1962 of association patterns and self- 
conceptions of Indian and non-Indian youth in an Edmonton suburban high 
school. Abu-Laban found the tendency toward limited inter-ethnic friend- 
ships was not accompanied by feelings of intolerance as measured on a 
,^^»3ogardus social distance scale. 
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TABLE XIII 

EDUCATIONAL AGI:NC1ES OTHKR THAN REGULAR SEPARATE /vND PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
ATTENDED f5Y NATIVE YOUTH IN EDMONTON, MAY, 1970 



Educational Agency Numbers of Native Youth Reported 
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— l'-^'^^ Ag>?.'acif?s - Only the two hospitals known to h.?.ve 
cons Lsuep.tly large numbers of aacLvo Canadian patients were contw^^cced in 
this survey. These rir^ zhe Aberhart Memorial San«atoriuni and the Charles 
Camsell Hospital, In the first week of May, 1970, the Aberhart Memorial 
Sanatorium reported a total oi 19 native youth patients between the ages 
ot 12 and 25. Of these 5 were male?, 14 femaleSo All were from outside 
Edmonto*^. , with the majority coming from Nor /leas tern Alberta, 

The CharleF Camsell Hospical, serving the Northwest 
Territories as well as other areas, has a more geographically varied 
patient clientele. In the first week of May, it was estimated that there 
were 275 native Canadian patients in the hospital, and 28 native Canadian 
staff members. The proportion o£ the former who are between the ages of 
12 and 25 is estimated, from the March hospital records of discharges, 
to be 21 per centn By ethnicity^ the patients in March were approximately 
70 per cent Indian, 2A per cent Metis, l>niite or not-recorded, and 5.5 
per cent Eskimo. The number of native youth patients in May in the 
Camsell Hospital is therefore estimated to be approximately 58, (It is 
also estimated there are six active staff members under the age of 25.) 
The total number of known and estimated youth at these two hospitals is 
82 5 or whom 77 are patients. While this number probably varies over time, 
it represents a minima.l estimate of native youth in Edmonton, in May, for 
m.edical reasor.«? , 

3.4 Native Caaadiaa Associations and Enterprises - A fairly 
recent addition to the agency component of Edmonton is the association or 
enterprise operated by ar.d for native Canadians. These native agencies 
are: The Native Brotherhood Society (Boye Street Project), The Metis 
Association of Alberta, The Indian Association of Alberta, The Alberta 
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Nat:ive Communication? Society, The Native Friandship Centre, The Native 
Yoath Sociccy., Klscesinov Kollega , and Team Products. The Indian - 
Eskimo Association combines both natives and non-nalLves in its membership 
and program. The total Edmonton native clientele of these agencies is 
estiniated from the 1968 and 1970 Native Friendship Centre lists of members 
to be approximately 200 persons of native ancestry , the majority of whom 
arc probably over 25. When the officers and office staff or employees 
of tl'iese organizations are considered, it becomes apparent that na*:ive 
youth, 25 and under, are contributing significantly to the leadership 
and specialized service requirements of these agencies. Of approximately 
87 staff members and officers of these associations, 38 are 25 or under. 
As a source of employment for native youth with skill and initiative 
these agencies are of unique importance in Edmonton in May, 1970. 

3„5 Other Agencies - There are more community agencies 
which serve or employ persons of native ancestry in Edmonton than will 
be reported here, (For others contacted see Appendix B) However, 
agencies which are known to have special programs or services for native 
youth are dealt with in the. following paragraphs. The agencies reported 
are primarily those which provide shelter, rehabilitation services and 
recreation facilities. Most provide for the transient native youth as 
well as for those who are resident in EumonLon» The numbers of native 
youth served are emphasised rather than the services as each agency is 
described. 

Hilltop House - On May 13t]^ three Indian and two Metis were 
reported among those utilizing the services of this shelter and rehabili- 
t?,tion centre for women. Hilltop House is operated by the Department 
of Social Development. 
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McDougall House - Eleven persons, eight Indians and three 
Metis, were at this shelter for transient women on May 13th, though 
whether they were all 25 or under was not known. McDougall House is 
similar to Hilltop in that it takes in girls and women, 18 or over, who 
have a special problem and are in need of a temporary home. The McDougall 
House Association^ an adjunct of the Edmonton Y.W.C.A., operates this 
agency. 

The Y.W.C.A. - Apart from McDougall House, the Y.W.C.A. 
provides facilities for the Native Youth Club, v7hich had a membership of 
77 in May. One-half of this group were known to be attending Edmonton 
schools, and 7 were known to be working. This group provides an important 
social contact between native youth who are students, youthful workers 
and those who have left school and are unemployed. The club holds Friday 
night dances and, in May, was planning a windingrup banquet since many 
members would be going home for the summer. 

The Y.W.C.A. also provides permanent and temporary accom- 
modation for young women, of whom an estimated 15 to 20 per cent of the 
permanent patrons and 10 to 15 per cent of the temporary patrons are 
native youth. In May, it WcLs estimated that 12 native girls were in 
residence on a more or less permanent basis, with monthly variation in 
other months ranging from 10 to 15 girls. It was also estimated that 
approximaLely 60 native girls were over-night guests during May. These 
may be considered transient native youth. Approximately 27 native girls 
were aided directly or indirectly to obtain financial assistance to take 
care of lodging expenses, out of a total of 54 girls so aided. 

The Y.W.C.Ao also operates a Travellers' Aid for persons 
needing assistance as newcomers to the City or as travellers, particularly 

ERIC 
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females. This service is described in the section on transient native 
youth. 

The Y.M.C.A. - This agency, over the past two years, has 
operated a swimming program for the Enoch Band at Winterburn which stresses 
training boys, 14 and 15 years of age, to become proficient swimmers in 
order to teach this skill to others. This project brings in 25 to 40 
native youth to the West Edmonton Y«MoC.A. by 'chool bus on Saturdays. 

The Y.M.CoA^ also provides a hotel-type service for young 
men with its 137 beds for over-night accommodation. It is estimated that 
approximately 250 native young men use these facilities per month, 
generally for one or two nights per person. Usually they are in Edmonton 
for a specific purpose, such as seeking hospitalization, workmen* s compen- 
sation, a public assistance appointment, or occasionally they are members 
of a sports team quartered at the Y.M.C*A. 

During the month of May, the four agencies described above 
provided accommodation for approximately 28 native girls, who may be 
considered residents of Edmonton, and for 310 native youth, 60 girls and 
250 boys, who were not resident. 

4 . Transient Native Youth In Edmonton 

For the purposes of this survey, transient native youth 
are those who are in Edmonton for a shorL period of time, part of a day, 
over-night, a fev/ days, or a week. Usually transient youth are also 
considered to have no specific purpose for being in Edmonton, though this 
is a qualification not imposed in the 'transient* definition at present. 
However, the general picture of native youth in Edmonton is one of quite 
widespread transiency in the sense that many students leave each summer 
for homes elsewhere. There is known to be a considerable floi-? back and 
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forth between Edmonlion and other communities, of native youth seeking 
city services or employment, visiting relatives and friends, or simply 
travelling for lack of something else to do. The present survey has 
sought indices of transiancy of the kind defined specifically as a 'short 
stay' in Edmonton. 

4. 1 Transiency as Reported by City Agencies Specializing in 
Care of Transients - Contacts at the Marian Centre, which provides one meal 
per day to about 500 male transients, the Edmonton Day Centre, which 
provides over-night accommodation to about 100 males per day, and the 
Provincial Single Men's Hostel, which serves around 500 meals per day and 
provides over-night accommodation for 285 single men, yield a fairly 
accurate estimate of native youth using these facilities. The first, the 
Marian Centre, estimates that about 25 native young men are served daily. 
The Single Men's Hostel reports 38 per day, of whom 17 are new daily, and 
21 recurrent over a period of time. The Day Centre e.stimate is 20 per day. 
If the Hostel estimate of 17 new native male youth daily is taken as a 
basis for a monthly estimate, around 500 native male youth, per month, 

are In Edmonton as transients. However, further study is needed to 
ascertain more accurately the numbers of genuine transients compared to 
the numbers of more or less permanent Edmonton residents who depend on 
the services of these three agencies for survival in the city environment. 

4.2 Bus Arrivals and Departures - The flow of native youth 
to and from the City is an index of movement rathier than transiency as 
narrowly defined* A complete measure of this flow would involve a study of 
arrivals and departures at airports., railroads and roads leading into the 
City, particularly the latter to obtain the numbers travelling by car or 
hitch-hiking. This kind of study was beyond the possibilities of this 
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survey. An attempt was made, therefore, with the generous cooperation 
of the Travellers' Aid Service of the Y.W.C.A*, under the supervision of 
Mrs. E. J. Stuparek, to obtain a count of departures and arrivals by bus 
on two nights. May 29th and June 1st, since it was known that bus travel 
is frequenuly used by Native Canadians in Central and Northern Alberta. 



Travellers' Aid is at the Greyhound Bus Depot, 342 individuals arrived and 
departed by bus„ Of these, forty-one appeared to be native Canadian, of 
whom twenty- two were males and nineteen females. Few appeared to be under 
the age of 25. Between the same hours on June 1st, a Monday, there were 
227 arrivals, of whom fifty-seven appeared to be of native ancestry. Of 
these, twelve were females, forty- five males. Among the females were eight 
between the ages of eighteen and twenty- five, and among the males, thirty- 
six of the sam.e age, a total of forty- four native youth arriving in 
Edmonton. Of the 354 departures, eighty were native persons, of whom 
eighteen were females between 17 and 22 and fifty were males between 
eighteen and twenty-five, a total of sixty-eight. This kind of study should 
be repeated for each night of the week in order to obtain a better approxi- 
mation of the flow in andc out of the City of native youth using bus 
transportation. It should be augmented by counts made at other hours to 
make it complete. However, from the two counts made it appears that female 
native youth travel less by bus than male youth. If it is assumed that on 
each of the four Mondays in May there were 132 native youth arriving and 
leaving the city, the total number would be 528. All that can be demon- 
strated here is that the numbers of native youth travelling in and out of 
Edmonton are relatively large. .The need for further and more thorough 
studies is evident, if this mobile segment of native youth and their needs 
,^^4re to be better understood « 



On Thursday, May 29th, between 5 and 12 p.m., when the 
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4.3 Transiency as Indicated by the Y.M.C.A. and Y^W.C.A. - The 
250 native male youth per month, and the native female youth who utilize 
the transient facilities at the Y.M^C.A. and Y.W.C.A., 60 in the month of May, 
should be added to the above information to round out the limited knowledge 
of the numbers of transient native youth in Edmonton. These two agencies 
indicate there are approximately 310 native youth, per month, served by them, 
who may be considered transient with respect to the Edmonton community. 

It is not possible to derive a firm estimate of the number of 
transients in Edmonton in Kay, The best approximation, from combining 
information from agencies serving single men and the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A., 
is that, in May, there were approximately 800 native youth who were in 
Edmonton as * transients ' . 

VI. CONCLUSION 

According to informtation presented in this report it is 

possible to state approximately the total number of native youth in 

Edmonton, in May, 1970. This statement can be made with the degree of 

definiteness of knowledge or known biases as follows: 

Approximate Definiteness of Knowledge 

Category of Native Youth Numbers or Bias 



Probably about accurate. 
662 are known for certain. 

Probably quite low as no city- 
wide systematic survey was 
made. Only agency data used. 

Probably low, as only three 
residences surveyed. 



Students 885 
Non- students 140 



Special Residences 28 
for Females . 

Total who may be considered 

residents of the community 1,053 
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Category of Native Youth 
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Approximate 
Numbers 



Definiteness of Knowledge 
or Bias 



Patients 



Transients 



Total of all categories 



77 



800 



1,930 



Probably low as only two 
hospitals were surveyed. 

A crude approximation 
difficult to assess for bias. 
Probably low for females. 



It can be concluded from this survey that Edmonton has over 
a thousand native youth who may be considered residents, as far as need 
for services are concerned, and another 900 who are temporarily in the city, 
fewer than 100 as patients and as many as 800 who are transients, who would 
probably require a different set of services than the resident native 
youths. 

VII . RECOMMENDATIONS 



The recoinmendations growing out of this study are limited 
primarily to those relating to better knowledge of numbers and distri- 
bution of native youth. 

1, Synchronization of the present study could be made 
with the Alberta Manpower Study, 1970, which is being undertaken at the 
present time by the Department of Labour, under the direction of 
Mr, G. H. Wright, This synchronization may add to knowledge of native 
youth employed in Edmonton, if data from the Manpower Survey can be pro- 
cessed to show responses from Edmonton employers. Also, the problems of 
employment for the native youth could be studied from responses already 
obtained from the 1968 Manpower Survey. The relevant questionnaire items 
from the 1968 and 1970 Manpower Surveys - Alberta are reproduced, with 



^[^(]] permission below. 
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1968 23. Increased numbers of Indian and Metis youth are wanting to 
Survey enter the Albert.a labour force , but they are experiencing 
some difficulty in obtaining suitable emplojmient . In what 
jobs, in your industry, do you think these youth would be 
most suited? (giving .consideration to their normal training 
and qualifications) 



1970 Survey 



NATIVE EMPLOYMENT SECTION 



1, Have you previously employed Native People in your Firm? 



2, If yes: 

(a) In what types of jobs? 



Yes 



No 



Skilled Unskilled 



(b) What was the average length of employment? 



3. Would you be willing to discuss further, "Trainee" 
programs in your firm? 



Weeks Continuous 



Yes 



No 



4. If yes, in V7hat job(s)? 



I.S.C.O. CODE 


JOB TITLE 


COMMENTS 















5* Additional Comments: 



2. The Department of Youth may take initiative itself, or 
encourage some other agency, to conduct a survey of working native youth 
in Edmonton^ It i? possible such a study could be funded by Canada Man- 
Power. Such a study could take leads from the present survey and from the 
197G Manpower Survey ^ expected to be completed in July, 1970. (A careful 
reading of the Alberts. Hu!na.n Rights Act indicates no problem in studying 
employed persons of Indian ancestry.) If possible, the study should also 
cover unemployed native youth* 



3. The present survey could be correlated with two other 
studies relevant to native youth. One is "Barriers to the Education of 
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Ecoaomically Disadvar.taged Students v^s Seen by Their Parents, Their Teachers 
and by School Prirx ipals" , a::; MaCd. thesis completed in 1969 by Elizabeth 
Ann Blowers. Tiie other is also an M.Ed, thesis being completed this summer 
by Al Riediger, a graduate student in Educational Psychology at the 
University of Alberta^ on transient men in Edmonton. There are, no doubt, 
other studies. Those two came into focus during the present survey. 



foster homes and boarding places, a study of these and other residential 
agencies could well be undertaken not only to ascertain the numbers of native 
youth they serve, but the nature of the problems encountered by native youth 
and by other members of these homes, and ways that have been found for their 
resolution. This recornmendation may well be considered when the second 
phase of the research planned by the Native Youth Advisory Committee is 
completed, since the interviewing of native youth will undoubtedly shed 
further light on the advisability of and need for such a study. 



mation available through City regional or provincial social development 
agencies. Since these agericies serve a number of Edmonton residents of 
Indian ancestry, they provide one source of information about the numbers 
of native youth served by social development in the City. The possibility 
of obtaining the numbers of native youth" involved in social development in 
Edmonton from a computer print-out from the Department of Social Welfare 
could well be explored. This informa.tion would in no way invade privacy 
and would add substantially to the knowledge of the numbers of native 
youth in Edmonton, from which the type and scale of services for them could 
be better determined. This possibility could be explored further by the 



4, Since so ma.ny native youth appear to be in Edmonton 



In the present survey little use was made of infor- 
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Department of Youth, not only for Edmonton, but for other communities 
and for the Province as a whole. 

6. Since the experience of this survey has shown that 
youth and senior native associations in the City are in contact with many 
native youth, particularly those who are non-students, about whom the 
least is known, it is recommended that consideration be given by these 
native associations to ways in which they could contribute to more accurate 
knowledge of the numbers and distribution of native youth in the City, 
This knowledge could contribute to their own program planning and, 

if coordinated among associations, would be a valuable basis for community- 
wide planning to meet better the needs of native youth. It is suggested 
that the Native Youth Advisory Committee raise this issue with the native 
associations. If the recommendation has merit, ways may be explored 
which would add to native association effectiveness, particularly youth 
associations, in obtaining their own knowledge of native youth in the 
City. The native youth associations might also make this matter of how 
to improve knowledge of the numbers of native youth a topic of discussion 
in their leadership training seminars or other meetings. Surveys like 
the present one might be conducted annually, but on-going, month-by-month 
information of the numbers of native youth in the City would probably 
best be obtained through native youth and possible senior native associ- 
ations. 

7. Associated with the above recommendation is another, 
related to seasonal variation in the numbers of native youth in the City. 
The present survey has been conducted during May, when school was in 
session and when most City agencies are operating their normal programs. 
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Specific information is needed of the numbers and distribution of native 
youth during the summer Tnonths , when there is no school and many agencies 
are on vacation schedules. It is therefore recommended that a specially 
designed study be undertaken^ or at least a deliberate and planned 
surveillance be kept by native youth organizations, which could increase 
knowledge of native youth i:i Edmonton during the summer months. A 
similar study is needed for the wiiiter months when shelter is a prime 
necessity J especially for transient native youth. From such studies, which 
would show seasonal variation, recommendations might be made about the 
nature of facilities needed for transient native youth as well as those who 
are permanent Edmonton residents. It was suggested by one agency, for 
instance, that Edmonton had a need for transient over-night accommodation 
for youth, 25 and under, with provision for dealing with problems of these 
youth on an individual basis. Further, the majority of agencies for 
transient men exclude persons under 17, Better knowledge of seasonal 
need could lead to concrete suggestion for improved facilities and 
services for native youth. 

The concluding three recommendations are derived from the 
findings and experience of this survey and go beyond recommendations for 
further study of native youth numbers and distribution. 

8« It is recommended that special studies be made of the 
careers and needs of native youth in Edmonton schools and institutions 
of higher learning or post-secondary institutions, and of the programming, 
staffing and prof essiona.l adaptations of these schools and institutions 
and their personnel in relation to the needs of native youth. This 
recommendation is made because the presence of nearly 1000 native youth 
in Edmonton educatioMl agencies represents a recent achievement on the 

ERLC 
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part of native youth and educational agencies. However;, ways need to be 
found of improvt'ig this achievement both quantitatively and qualitatively, 
on the part of both native youth and of institutions connected with ed- 
ucation. One index, of the need for this study is the strikingly low 
number of native youch in the University of Alberta. There were, in 1968, 
17,340 full-time and 2^249 evening and part-time students at the University 
of Alberta, of whom over 10,000 were from Metropolitan Edmonton. Our 
survey disclosed five native youth in attendance at the University, (eight 
if the three over 25 are included), none of whom were from Edmonton. 
However, the educational problems of native youth in Edmonton are of a 
magnitude that should be readily manageable. Thus, in the Edmonton 
Public Schools there were a total of 211 native youth, who constitute 
approximately 0.5 per cent of the 39,000 students in grades 6 to 12. 
In the Edmonton Separate Schools there were a total of 413 students, 
approximately 2.8 per cent of the 15,000 students in grades 6 to 12. 
In. both systems the proportions of native youth, 12 and over, who are 
in elementary grades is considerably higher than for the city schools 
as a whole, while the proportions in senior high are much lower, parti- 
cularly for Metis youth. Since the numbers of native students is small, 
but probably increasing each year, their situation in Edmonton Public 
and Separate Schools needs to be clearly understood by both themselves 
and the school systems, 

9, In the course of this survey the great majority of 
agencies and persons contacted expressed not only interest in the numbers 
of native youth in the City, but also much goodwill and willingness to 
cooperate in supplying infer-:*'::..: Ion. Many have requested they be supplied 
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with the rasuLts of the survey as a basis for considering their own 
programs as they ?. fCcc*: native youth. For these reasons it is recom- 
n;cncled that copies oF, this report or a digest of its findings be made 
available to the school systems, the native associations and the agencies 
who have cooperated in this survey. It is also suggested that persons 
engaged in work with native youth assess the importance of this capital 
of goodwill in the ^^^rious programs they undertake, with the view of 
increasing this valuable kind of community capital. 

10. It was found that some persons and agencies in Edmonton, 
intentionally or unintentionally^ appear somewhat confused over the 
limits and obligations of Human Rights legislation, programs and ethics. 
For instance, when a school official says: "Sorry, we do not categorize 
our students by race or creed", the question may be asked, whom is the 
official helping by this stance, his school or the students or society 
as a whole? There is a very real danger that the acute problems of any 
group of persons who are categorized by the community as natives (or 
other), may be neglected^ ignored or by-passed when the Human Rights 
stance is invoked as a reason for not recognizing either the native 
person or his problems, or taking action on the latter. For this reason 
it is recommended that the Department of Youth and the native youth 
associations themselves discuss both the manifest and latent aspects 
of the Human Rights legislation in Alberta as it affects them, especially 
to discern ways in which the 'stance' referred to may in fact be working 
against the very things the legislation was intended to overcome. 
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April 30th, 1970 



SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 
Edmonton, Alberta 



Dear Sir, 

Your coroperation is respectfully requested in a matter 
of considerable social significance. At the present time there is a 
lack of knowledge about the total number of native Canadian youth now 
living in the City of Edmonton, yet it is known their numbers have 
increased rapidly in the last year or so as many are being attracted to 
the city for education, work and other reasons. 

It will be greatly appreciated if you will help us in 
an effort being made by the Department of Youth, in conjunction with 
its Native Youth Advisory Coinmittee, to find out as nearly as possible 
the total number of native youth in Edmonton schools. Approval for 
this survey has been obtained from the research officers or authorities 
of the two school boards, and it also has the approval of native associ- 
ations in the city. 

Attached to this letter are one or more sheets which 
contain the names of Indian youth registered with the Indian Affairs 
Branch, Edmonton Office, who are attending your school. If the sheet 
is blank, there are no Indian youth registered with the Indian Affairs 
Branch at your school, though there may be Indian, Metis or Eskimo 
youth that you know of who are attending your school. We would ask you 
to please do the following: 

1. In the case that there are Indian youth on the list attached, 

will you please list all other Indian, Metis or Eskimo youth, 
ages 12 to 25, who are now going to your school, in addition 
to those listed . It will be most helpful if you will list 
their name , address , sex, age , grade , ethnic classification 
(Indian, Metis, Eskimo), and home community. 

• / 2 



X 



In the case the attached sheet is blank, will you please list 
any Indian, Metis, or Eskimo youth, ages 12 to 25, who are 
known to be attending your school, and add, where possible, the 
other information asked for, i.e., address, sex, age, grade, 
ethnic classification, and home community. 

Return the sheet or sheets you have filled out to: 



Research Director 
Department of Youth 
26th Floor, C. N. Tower 
Edmunton 15, Alberta 

We would appreciate having your reply by May 8th if at 
all possible. If it can be sent sooner, this would be even better. A 
self-addressed envelope is enclosed. 

We express our appreciation for your assistance in this 
urgently needed survey. 

Yours truly. 



C. L. USHER 

Deputy Minister of Youth 
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Interviewer 

Date 

Time 

Agency 



1. Introduction of the Study and the Purpose of the Interview 

1.1 an exploratory study, 

1.2 done by Dr. Card in conjunction with the Department of Youth. 

1.3 Are there any questions you would like me to answer? 

2. Does your organization employ any Indian, Metis, or Eskimo individuals 
between the ages of 12 and 25? 

If the answer is YES continue: 

2.1 Could you tell me what the breakdown would be? 

2.2 Would it be possible to have their addresses in order to 
aid us in determining the native distribution in the city? 

If the answer is NO continue with number 3. 

3. Does your agency operate primarily for the benefit of the native 
population? 

If the answer is YES continue: 

3.1 How large is the population with which you are dealing? 

3.2 What percentage of these people would be within our age 
group (12 - 25)? 

3.3 Could you give me either a figure or an estimate of the 
number of Indian people in the group? Metis? Eskimo? 

3.4 What proportion would you classify as transient? 
If the answer is NO continue with the following: 

3.5 Could you tell me what proportion of the people you serve 
are of native ancestry? 



AGENCY INTERVIEW SCHEDULE 
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ERIC 



xviii 



3.6 What percentage of these people would you estimate to be 
between the ages of 12 and 25? 

3.7 How many of these would you either know, or estimate to 
be: (a) Indian. 

(b) Metis 

(c) Eskimo 



What actual services or programs do you offer through your 

4.1 Which, if any, of these are designed explicitly 

4.2 Are you financing the education of any natives? 
If the answer is YES continue: If NO go to number 5 

4.3 Could you tell me what institutions they are registered in? 

4.4 We are also interested in the ethnic backgrounds, grade 
levels, and ages of these individuals. Could you provide 
this information? 



organization? 
for natives? 



Is this a government agency or self-supported? 

Do you keep any files which contain the city addresses of the natives 
with whom you deal? 

Would it be possible for us to use this information in confidence 
in order to get some idea as to how the native population is distri- 
buted throughout the city? 

If the answer is YES continue: 

7.1 Of what ethnic background are these individuals: Indian? 
Metis? Eskimo? 

If the answer is NO continue: 

7.2 If you are not at liberty to disclose these data, could you 
offer us any information from your experience regarding the 
location of youth in the city? 



Have you observed any trends in recent months or years regarding 
the native population? Increase or decrease? 



XIX 



9. Could you suggest any other agencies which natives would either 
utilize or contact? 

9.1 As they entered this city? 

9.2 As they continued to dwell in this city? 

10. Have you any comments or information you would care to add? 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
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